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Water Cycle 
• Also known as the 
hydrologic cycle
• Has no starting point
• Continuous process
• Water is always moving 
    between surface and 
    troposphere

What is it?

Aug 6­10:30 AM

Evaporation • Water enters the 
atmosphere as water vapor
• Water  vapor‐ water in 
form of gas‐ can’t see it
• Caused by the sun

Transpiration • Plants release water vapor 
into the air
• Caused by the sun

http://www.hometrainingtools.com/misc/water cycle.pdf
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Condensation • Happens in the atmosphere
• Water vapor goes back into a 
liquid
• Clouds form

Precipitation • Water droplets fall 
• Rain, snow, hail, sleet, or 
freezing rain
• Temperature differences in the 
cloud and on earth causes 
the different kinds

Aug 6­10:30 AM

Surface 
Run‐off 

• Water flows from the surface back 
to a body of water (ocean, lake, river)
• Water remains on the surface 

‐when the surface cannot hold 
anymore water, a flood occurs

‐ too much rain
‐ not porous

Groundwater 
Run‐off

• Water sinks into the 
ground
• Lots of space for water to 
go in the ground

http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=a0wtbx6stc1ii4oav5ujzbkf;_ylu=x3odmtbpztbyogfibhbvcwmybhnlywnzcgr2dglkaw--/sig=1h04eirth/exp=1221500690/**http%3a//images.search.yahoo.com/images/view%3fback=http%253a%252f%252fimages.search.yahoo.com%252fsearch%252fimages%253fp%253dcloud%2526fr%253dmy-myy%2526ei%253dutf-8%2526js%253d1%2526x%253dwrt%26w=400%26h=300%26imgurl=www.wikinfo.org%252fupload%252fa%252fac%252fcloud_small.jpg%26rurl=http%253a%252f%252fwww.wikinfo.org%252fwiki.php%253ftitle%253dimage%253acloud_small.jpg%26size=22kb%26name=cloud_small.jpg%26p=cloud%26type=jpg%26oid=83ae931cebe805a4%26no=2%26tt=2,707,948%26sigr=11ridfmq1%26sigi=11boicfek%26sigb=12iaoag1m
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